Some Negroes See Conspiracy 


By Robert C. Maynard 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

DETROIT, June 6 — Wil- 
lie Bassett, 22, was half sit- 
ting on a garbage can out- 
side a pool hall on 12th 
Street here today sipping 
from a can of beer and mak- 
ing an emphatic point. 

“It was no nut, baby. 
Don’t try to sell me no jive 
about no nut killed Ken- 
nedy; there was a plan to 
it.” 

Several of Bassett’s 
friends, the kind of hard, hip 
type who hang around pool 
parlors in the middle of a hot 
summer afternoon, agreed. 

Charles Wilson, 23, had no 
doubt in his mind of the rea- 
son Sen. Robert F. Kennedy 
was shot Tuesday night in Los 
Angeles: 

“Everybody that tries to 
help poor people get offed 
(killed). It’s not just for 
helping black people, it’s 
the yellow people or brown 
people, or anybody. King 
wasn’t just trying to help 
black people, and the same 
happened to him.” 

In a dim, chilly hotel bar 
downtown, the Rev. Jesse 
James of San Francisco, a 
former drug addict and now 
a community organizer in 
the ghettos, was certain that 
a conspiracy caused Kenne- 
dy’s death end he whimsi- 
cally suggested an antidote 
for the futre. 

“What would really heir.” 
s'id Mr. Jarnp'. “is r or 
whoever gets the nomina- 
tion .for President in el th — 
party to have a black run- 
ning pf-te. A Negro V’-e 
President would guarantee 
that r-'b'-rK- v-oidc r-tod' ■ 
n”te the Pre^d-ent.” 

"'ort " C’-ap- 
y-stor r r De’rolf’.s miatanth 
’Mock • Cent”-' 

(United Church of Christ, 
doubled th~t - -nsnirac" 
was involved in Kennedy’s 
death ,- - (‘Certainly not on" 
based on his friendship for 
black peon; - because he did 
many thing- that were 'net 
friendly to black people.” 

“Art Emotional Thing” 

for Kennedy’s pcnular- 


Robert Kennedy had among 
Negroes, but a walk along 
the streets of the ghetto re- 
vealed that so many Ne- 
groes had their hearts set 
on Kennedy that they never 
considered a second choice, 
Humphrey or anyone else. 

Marion Barry of Pride, 
Inc., of Washington, here for 
the third annual meeting of 
Urban America, said the 
reason In his view for Ken- 
nedy’s Negro popularity is 
that he directed his resour- 
cestoward the ghetto and 
made himself aware of what 
was going on there. 

Harold Haskins, a Phila- 
delphia ghetto organizer, 
said the reason McCarthy is 
not very popular among Ne- 
groes is that he is aloof and 
reserved. “Negroes,” Has- 
kins said, “like some emo- 
tion; that is why Adam Pow- 
ell is so popular.” 

What Will Happen Now 

A professional Detroit pol- 
itician who said he did not 
want to be quoted by name, 
“because it’s too soon to be 
quoted,” explained what he 
thinks will happen now 
among Negro Democrats in 
Michigan: 


“A dilemma for the Negro 
in the party has been bru- 
tally resolved. They owed a 
lot to Humphrey and they 
suspected he was the most 
likely to get the nomination. 
But Bobby told them what 
they wanted to hear. They 
loved him, but they didn.t 
think he was a winner.” 

Kenneth Hylton, the 
Negro vice chairman of the 
Michigan State Democratic 
Committee, sees Humphrey 
as the probable inheriter of 
Kennedy support among Ne- 
groes here. He pointed out 
that Humphrey had a long- 
standing relationship with 
the Negro going back to his 
uncompromising civil rights 
stand at the 1948 Demo- 
cratic convention. 

Only among intellectuals 
will Humphrey’s ties to the 
-Administration be harmful 
in the Negro community, 
Hylton said. 

He said his own conversa- 
tions in the black commun- 
ity were “inconclusive” on 
the question of . whether 
large numbers of Negroes 
believed there was a con- 
spiracy to kill.. ...Robert Ken- 
nedy. 


Negroes, “it was- 


hy among 
an emotional thing that he 
inherited from his brother, 
but it was not baser} on any- 
thing tangible that he did,” 
Mr. Cleage said. 

Conversations here with 
Negroes in. the professions, 
in politics and on the streets 
of the city’s slums reveal 
these attitudes: 

3 Kennedy’s position as 
the most popular leading 
contender for the presidency 
among Negroes was based on 
two things: He inherited 

John F. Kennedy’s mantel 
of popularity and embellish- 
ed on his ability to engender 
emotion in an audience: 
Second, he projected the 
image of a hich man mak- 
ing a great effort to aid the 
poor. 

• Professional political 
observers think Vice Presi- 
dent Humphrey is most like- 
ly to inherit the support 


“Many people -are natu- 
rally suspicious because of 
Robert Kennedy’s relation- 
ship to civil rights. This sus- 
picion would not have ex- 
isted if it had been any 
other candidate or public of- 
ficial.” 

Julius Ward, a 12th Street 
filling station owner, is one 
of those who is convinced it j 
was a conspiracy, but like ; 
Mr. Cleage he doesn’t think j 
it was necessarily related to j 
civil rights. 

“Now, this fellow who did 
it was an Arabian, as I un- j 
derstand it,” Ward said, 
“Now, maybe he just didn’t . 
like Kennedy’s stand on the 
Jews.” 

James O. Gibson, staff as- 
sociate at Washington’s Po- 
tomac Institute and a dele- 
gate to the Urban American 
Convention, said people 
tend to link the deaths of 
Robert Kennedy, Martin Lu- 
ther King and John F. Ken- 
nedy. 

“Even if there was not ac- 
tual conspiracy there was an 
environmental conspiracy,” 
he said. “Their deaths re- 
sulted from a national cli- 
mate cf violence.” 




